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June 7 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995

year, I will use it only to cut spending, not
on tax expenditures in this year’s budget. I have
already put you on notice that I will veto any
budget that is loaded with excessive tax breaks
for the wealthy. But I need the line-item veto
now to hold the line against pork in every bill
the Congress sends me.

The American people have waited long
enough. Congress should give them and the
Presidency the line-item veto without further
delay.

Sincerely,

BILL CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Bob Dole, Senate majority leader. This letter
was made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary but was not issued as a White House press
release.

Statement on the Commission on Immigration Reform
June 7, 1995

Having met this morning with Chair Barbara
Jordan, I want to congratulate the Commission
on Immigration Reform for its recommendation
on legal immigration. Consistent with my own
views, the Commission’s recommendations are
pro-family, pro-work, pro-naturalization. As with
the Commission’s first report on illegal immigra-
tion, which we are now aggressively imple-

menting, the Commission has again laid out a
roadmap for the Congress to consider. It ap-
pears to reflect a balanced immigration policy
that makes the most of our diversity while pro-
tecting the American workforce so that we can
better compete in the emerging global economy.
The administration looks forward to working
with Congress on this issue.

Statement on Senate Passage of Antiterrorism Legislation
June 7, 1995

I am gratified that the Senate has passed a
sweeping, bipartisan antiterrorism bill, as I
called for in the wake of the bombing in Okla-
homa City. This legislation will give law enforce-
ment the tools it needs to do everything possible

to prevent this kind of tragedy from happening
again. It will also help us prosecute and punish
terrorists more effectively. I urge the House to
do its part and get a bill on my desk without
delay.

Message on the Rescue of Captain Scott O’Grady
June 8, 1995

All Americans rejoice with me at the success-
ful rescue of Captain Scott O’Grady tonight and
join his parents in their relief after days of un-
certainty and anguish. Captain O’Grady’s bravery
and skill are an inspiration. So are the bravery
and skill of those who took part in the operation
to rescue him. They are all American heroes.
Please give them each—and all the men and

women who supported them—our heartfelt
thanks for a job done so very well. This is a
moment that will long be remembered by a
nation that is very proud of all her sons and
daughters serving under your command.
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NOTE: The message was sent to Gen. George
Joulwan, Commander-in-Chief, U.S. European

Command. An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Remarks at a Swearing-In Ceremony for Officers Hired Under
Community Oriented Policing Grants
June 8, 1995

Thank you, Attorney General Reno, for your
outstanding work. Thank you, Mayor Rendell,
Senator Biden, Senator Kennedy, Senator Kerry,
Congressman Foglietta, ladies and gentlemen
from all across our country who are here today.

These 263 new police officers are living proof
that our crime bill will help to make your com-
munities safer and help to make America safer.
I want to thank the Attorney General for the
work she has done to cut through the redtape
and the bureaucracy to turn the crime bill into
a reality. The Congress passed it, and I did
push hard for it. But in no small measure be-
cause of the Attorney General and the dedicated
people at the Justice Department, we have al-
ready awarded almost 17,000 new police officers
to over half the police departments in the
United States. We are under budget and ahead
of schedule.

And most important, I want to thank all of
you who are with us today who are dedicating
your lives to law enforcement. I know I speak
for all Americans when I say thank you.

I want to take a moment, if I might, to speak
about another person to whom we all want to
say thank you today, an American hero who
risked his life and service to our country. I know
all of you and all of our fellow citizens join
me in rejoicing at the rescue of Captain Scott
O’Grady late last night. We share the relief of
his family, his friends, and his loved ones that
he is now safe and sound. I can tell you that
he’s now on a United States aircraft carrier,
and we’re looking forward to having him back
home on American soil. His bravery in the face
of great danger and uncertainty is an inspiration
to all of us. I can tell you, having followed
this almost hour by hour for the last 6 days,
when he gets back here and tells the whole
story, it will be an astonishing story, indeed.
He was well-trained and well-prepared, but he
also rose to an extraordinary challenge. I also
want to say how very proud I am of the skill

of all of those who took part in the operation
to rescue him and those who supported them.

Yesterday evening, when it became clear that
Captain O’Grady had been located in general
and that a rescue operation was possible and
we began to get regular reports and then it
became obvious that he could be rescued but
that the group could not get in and out before
daylight in Bosnia, there was no doubt in the
minds of either the commanders or our people
in uniform that even though that entailed some
increased risk, they had to go and get him out,
that he had survived for 6 days, and 6 days
was long enough. And they did their job.

And last night, when I talked to Captain
O’Grady’s parents after 1 o’clock in the morning,
they and all of his siblings were full of joy and
pride and gratitude. Let me tell you that they
proved once again, all these people, that our
country has the finest Armed Forces in the
world. And we are very, very proud of them
and ecstatically happy today.

I want to say to all of you here in uniform,
you, too, are our country’s heroes. Each and
every one of you will make our streets a little
safer, at more risk to yourselves. There is noth-
ing more effective in the fight against crime
than more police officers on the beat. This is
not a partisan issue. This is an issue on which
all Americans can be on the solution side.

We know that we owe it to our children to
give them back the freedom to walk to school
in safety. I have said this before, and I want
to say it one more time: I intend to keep my
promise to the American people to put 100,000
more of you on the streets. And I will fight
and veto, if necessary, any attempt to stop us
until there are 100,000 of you out there pro-
tecting the American people.

We need more police on the street. We need
to get our children and our assault weapons
off the streets. Our neighborhoods are not a
place for military assault weapons, violent crimi-
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